
Accessibility Challenges for The
Rwanda Union of The Blind
Addressing key barriers to inclusion

Key Challenges

Website Accessibility:

The Rwanda Union of the Blind faces challenges 
due to websites not being designed with 
accessibility in mind. This includes:

Lack of proper alt text for images.
Poor keyboard navigation.
Absence of screen reader compatibility.

Assistive Technology Compatibility:

Existing platforms often lack compatibility with 
assistive technologies used by blind individuals, 
leading to:

Limited access to educational resources.
Difficulty in navigating employment 
platforms.
Exclusion from online services.

Employment and Education:

Inaccessible platforms hinder employment and 
education opportunities:

Lack of accommodations in educational 
settings.
Discrimination in hiring processes.
Limited access to job training programs.

Assistive Technology Usage:

Limited adoption of assistive technologies due to:

High costs making them unaffordable.
Lack of awareness about available options.
Insufficient training on how to use them 
effectively.

Cost Barriers:

Financial constraints exacerbate challenges, preventing access to essential tools and services:

High cost of assistive devices.
Limited funding for accessibility initiatives.
Lack of subsidies for blind individuals.

The Way Forward

To effectively promote inclusion and accessibility for the blind in Rwanda, the Rwanda Union of the 
Blind advocates for:



Policy Reform:
Implementing laws that enforce web 
accessibility.
Ensuring compliance with international 
standards such as the WCAG.
Promoting inclusive practices in all 
sectors.

Design Reform:
Creating user-friendly and accessible 
websites.
Developing platforms compatible with 
assistive technologies.
Providing training on accessible design 
principles.

By addressing these challenges and implementing the proposed reforms, we can create a more 
inclusive and accessible society for the blind community in Rwanda.

Summary

This document highlights the critical challenges faced by the blind community in Rwanda, including 
website inaccessibility, compatibility issues with assistive technologies, and barriers to employment 
and education. Addressing these issues through policy and design reforms is essential for fostering 
inclusion and ensuring equal opportunities.


